636           DIARY OF GIDEON WELLES       [DEC. 7

But as States are excluded from Congress in disregard or
defiance of the Constitution, the same Radicals can with as
much authority exclude them from satisfying or passing
upon the Constitutional changes. Sunnier, without any
pretense of Constitutional authority or right, has been, and
is, for reducing the States of the South to Territories or
provinces. Fessenden and others have opposed this. But,
at a deadlock, unable to go forward and not manly enough
to retreat, there seems no alternative for Fessenden but to
follow Sumner, whom he dislikes and denounces as a schol-
astic pedant. These violent proceedings forebode disaster
to the country. Such shocks must destroy confidence and
break up the Union, if attempted to be carried out to its
full extent.

If the Southern States should be put to the ban by Con-
gress and declared Territories, the Radicals will not have
even then accomplished their purpose, for Mordecai the
Jew will still be in their way. Andrew Johnson must be dis-
posed of and impeachment must be effected. This the less
radical portion are not yet prepared for, but when they
have gone so far as to break down the Constitution and the
States, they will follow the violent leaders the rest of the way.

December 8, Saturday. Governor Perry of Alabama,
crafty and, like some others, too thirsty for office, suddenly
prepared to surrender to the Radicals, but the legislature of
Alabama was more sensible and manly, for it almost unani-
mously rejected the Amendment. All these attempts to
degrade popular government, to destroy respect for suf-
rage, have a purpose. It is not to elevate the negro, who
neither knows nor appreciates the privilege, but it disgraces
the white man. The blow is aimed at our system of popular
free government. In order to prepare the public mind for
their work, the President is defamed, traduced, abused, be-
littled, and belied. It is to lessen him in public estimation,
and reconcile the people to any extreme measure which the
conspirators may pursue against him.